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- MNortheast Carridor of the Dalias

lﬁﬁ

Federal Transit Administration

led

Environmental kmpact Statement foe
.the Northeast Corridor Project fn - ¢ 5
Daltes, TX - 3

S|

AGENCY: Federal Transit A
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare
Environmental I, .~ 1. w.uant

sUMMARY: The Federal Transit
Administation (FTA) i
with Dallas-Area Rapid Transit (DARY
intends ;n prepars (E[ns ?nvtmumami‘ ;
Impact Statament in accordance
with the National Environmental Poli)
Act {NEPA). The EIS will be prepared !
following completion of a Major 7
Investment Study (MIS) of .
transportation improvements in the

1

metropolitan aree. The MIS will

- conclude with the selection of & Locallj

Preferred Alternative (LPA) for
implementation in the corridor. The EI!
will assess the potential impacts of the
LPA, No Build and TSM alternatives.
DART is working coaperstively with thi
North Central Texas Council of
Governoments (NCTCOG), the Texas -
Department ‘of Transportation (TxDOT).
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angs9.

(he US Department of Transportation
(US DOTFTA and FHWA}, and tho
Cities of Dallas, Garland, and Rowlett to
jdentify &2 aflowishlir s cost-effective

dtetnmhm_ﬂ{‘j-‘fn l:!:ur i

L
coﬁ? sequence. of enme. lor: the
planning and develsgron® St
ijecﬁimhui&trhn [stlawing major
milesionsd:

- Seoping Pracess—aarly apgosamity
fonbrﬁf jmput to-the simdy scope:

ajor Investment Study =
evaluation of proposed improvement
alternatives, early caonsideration of”
gnvironmental fctory, concl it
the selection of a Locally

& (EPA)

LPA Refinement and Environmuental
Impact Statement (KIS P—detailed
definitiort of tire LA™ plrysical
_ features, assessment of potential

impacts, development of mékigabiam -

measures, pra iom and citoulation: of
the Draft E1S, public haarings and
completion of a Final EIS.

Scoping will be.accomplishad -

_ through correspondance. witl inferested
persans, organizatfons,.ard federal,
state, and local agpncies snd through
public msetings. See the information

. below far furthex detajls
DATES: Comment, Due Dote: Wittane
comunents e tha scope.of the: E15 and
impacts to.ba censiderad shandd ha sant.
to DART by Navesnher 2. 1984.San
ADQRESSE] belaw. Scoping Meatinga:
Public Scoping Meating will berbald o
Monday October 3, 1904 angk
Wednesday October 5, 1994 starting at
7:00 p.m. im Gaslumd' and: Duldos Sew-
ADDRESSES below. .
ADDRESSES:. Writtam camments should, .
be sent to fack Wismeaski, Projact |
Manager, Dallas Area Rapid Transit,
1401 Pacific Avenue; Dallas, Taxss -
75266-7232. The meetings will -
be held st tive: foffewing locations:

1. Octobar 3, 1994,

Garland Cantue foe e Pudxming Ao,

Sth and Amstier. Garlemd, Toass
2. October 5, 1994 ~°
Lake Highlands Highw Salnook (Sthudewt

Center), 9449 Church Road,, DaMes,

Texas.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms:.
Peggy Crist, FTA Regiam VL. (812) 868
9663. -
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

L. Scaping )

ETA and DART icvite imerested
indiwiduals, erpauiaetii Yusinassos
and federal, state and Ibcal agencies to
participate in.defining the aliemativea
to be evaluated and identifying any

significant social, eccnamic, or

environm:
a.lternau‘y::_m fssues talited to the

sugggstions orr adiditiona? aham ]
be examrined and fssuesto be addressedt
are welcomre and' wil¥ ber considared in
the development of e ol study
scope. Commments may be made arafty at
the meetizgs or i writing net Tater- tharr
Novembes 3, 1984

DART and NCTGOG stadk ucikh ba.

' present at the scqsi.ngmeetings tn

describe the raRematives,
answer sy questions end receive
comments. Additional public meetirgs
will be schaduled threughont the:
preject to revien pruitsand pravide
input. Faterested persoms. will be:
notified of praject progreas through
ongoing communumity tnformation
distritmated ta te project maifing st
whick wil? inchude alf scopiog .
pasticipents S

Additional infermation o ther EIS
process, siternasives, and Empact faswes
to be sddressed by the stady- is
contained & a “Seoping In formation
Documue.™ Copies of the document
have been sent to affected Federel, Jate
of Tenas, Jocs! povernment' agencies.

" and interested parties exrrently-on

record. Others may request the
dlt:cumm Fore DART. See 0ONESSES:
shove.

I1. Description of the Stady Area and,
the Rurposs. and Naed fora Camvidaox
Improavesnent .

As part of the regional mebilivy -
planning effort. amsl o of e, T34
DART initiated the poacess «f upduiogy
the 1989 Transih Syatem Mo The -
been cammlinetod witls the Nostits Contel
Te- = Ce- w1 ST arvmamts
(NCEODES boybitivw 2008 Plan Update
and s DART’s strategic plan of sereicen

" and facilities fos xeetitg moliiity goeits
Yooy

im
of bus servize: constrocton of ter 0.
nileLRT Starten S - eoTmrRkte Eeid
in the Dalles/Ft. Worth RARTRAN
corridor; and. High Decopancy Yolicle
{HOV) lanes: For the: Nictheast, Corridor;
DART's Draft System Plan contains
recommendations for lntermedSate:
Capacity Light Rail Transit; HOV femes-
on [-635; a Travel Demend Mamogemrent
P ; and, enhanced bus service.
!?Ee Corridor includes partisos of
three cities in the DART sevvice amed:
Dullas, Garland and Rowlett. The
Corridas's seuthem boundasy ie
Mockingbird Lane in the vicinity of the
LRT station on the NMorth Centeal line af
the Starter System. The Mockingbird

Station and the North Caniral .
currently undarco Hne are
Corridor genarally

“°mmh* -4
tha seuthagsiary Rancd lomas: ;
arse. Rouadary of the undgy’,

Ths Camridar ixeg DT

Eh Fom Mok Y

to Rowlett Road in Rowlett, The,
corrider includes papular recreation. - -
and lefsure spats mu?ﬁﬁn Bk .-
Lake and Pask, Ridgswaad Park, and.
Lake Ray Hubhard. A significant.
industrial sectoe is [eentad along E-6351
LB Freeway whers the MKT Kaibraad
right-of-way ia crossad by the: ATASF
Reilroad. Bath siltoad Knes b .
freight. sarvica

It iz nat anticipated that there willha
significant new coadway constructinn k
mest the incraase {mtravel daqand. The
regional mability plan Gz the wea calls
for a combination of rmades fnchiuding,
readway improvements and irfvestment
in fransit i vementssch o8,
rail, cammutar rail, OV lames, as walk
as TSE4 asd TDM impraxemsnts.

II. Alternatives:

Altermasves pmoposed foz o
consideration faclude:r

No-Boil =Tl No-Buitd® ARermatve
consists of the Mobility Plar for 20r0as -
adopted iy NCTCOG with the exeptiar

" of improvements it the Noridreast
. Corridor.

TSM—The Transpertation Systee
Mamagement (TS} Alerative
inchrdesal of the &
included in the No-Build' Alternative
plus 2 numbes eflow-wsmedesate-cost
travel efficiercy and travel dessrad
management (TDAM): siaabegion. -

Ll'E—-l..tght.RnlLTmuhnetha.
MKT Railroad corridar cornacting with.,
the LRT Starter System station at

ingbird Lane and conthhuing

Central Carland: Eransit Cantesrim-
downtown Garland with a possible
extension to msintiem in dossxteows
Rowleit wilh ba comsiderd.
Consideration is also being given tovéitm -
concept of Intermediate Capacity Light
Rail Transit, which is a staged:
implementatinn phase of the uitimate
double track LRT alternative, The: ‘
[nternrediate Capacity LRT
wonld convist of & sfnghe LRT
alignment ;&ong the MKT with passing

idi at 5 ’ ‘
sidbags a¢ koy. points e
involves the use of the MKT Reilroad
right-of-way to provide service to the
Garland and Rowlett areas. Tha :
ecmmuter rail alternative is generally
described in the NCTCOG 2010 Mobulity

tothe
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Plan. This alternative would follow the
MKT Ruailroad right-of-way from the
Mockingbird Station to Garland with a
possible exteasion to Rowlett.

IV. Potential Impacts For Analysis

The subjects and level of detail
addressed in the EIS will be consistent
with the requirements of the joint FTA/
FHWA environmental regulations
{Environmental Procedures for Project
Development, 23 CFR 771 and 40 CFR
1500-1508) and other related
regulations. The EIS will evaluate the -
following: local and regional economic —
concerns; transportation service. '
including future corrider capacity;:.
transit cost; transit ridership and effect
on traffic movement community
impacts, including land use, -
displacements, noise, neighborhood
compatibility, and sesthetics; cultural
resource lmpacts inchi impacts on
historic and archaeological resources
and parklands; natural resource impacts
including air quality, wetlands, water

resources, and wildlife; and transit
financial implications.

The proposed impact assessment and
evaluation will take into account both . .
positive and negative impacts, direct - -

and indirect impacts, shortterm - . -~

(construction) and long term impacts, .
and site specific and corridor wide
impacts. Evaluation criteria will be-
consistent with all-Federal, State of .
Texas and local criteris, regulations and-
policies. Mitigation measures will be
identified for any adverse
environmental impacts. - .

Other potential Impact issues may be
added as a result of scoping and agency
coordination efforts.

Issued on: September 30, 1994.
Scott E. Tuxhorn, .
Dep-ity Rer*~mni Admirstrator. L
(FR Doc. 94-24691 Filed 10-3-94; B:45 am)
BILLNG CODE 41 0-57-F




